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Objectives 
After this presentation, you will . . . 

Â Understand what Differentiated Instruction is 

Â Understand the rationale behind Differentiated Instruction 

Â Understand the Process of Differentiation 
Â Elements of Differentiation 

Â Role of the Teacher 

Â Understand the Steps involved in Establishing & Managing a 
Differentiated Classroom 
Â Preparing Students & Parents for Differentiation 

Â Planning Lessons 

Â Content 

Â Process 

Â Products 

Â Understand the Efficacy of Differentiated Instruction 



What is Differentiated Instruction? 

ÂòDifferentiated instruction is a teaching theory based 

on the premise that instructional approaches should 

vary and be adapted in relation to individual and diverse 

students in the classroomó (Hall, 2002).  

Â To put it simply, differentiated instruction is an 

approach to teaching and learning for students of 

differing abilities in the same class.  

Â It is the idea that every student can learn and that it is 

our jobs as educators to educate them. 



History of Differentiated Instruction 

ÂDifferentiated instruction was most commonly 

seen in the one-room schoolhouses 

ÂCurrent uses: 

ÂSpecial needs classes 

ÂA way to segregate gifted students from normal 

students 

ÂMulti-age / Multi-graded classrooms 



Misconceptions Related to 

Differentiated Instruction 

Â Differentiated instruction is not simply assigning the 
same assignments to all the students with varying 
degrees of difficulty or grading some students more 
harshly than other students. 

Â It is not allowing those who finish early to play games 
or to assign advanced learners more work. 

Â It is not allowing students to choose which book to 
read or which task to do. 

Â Differentiation is a concerted effort to meet 
students where they are and move them forward. 



What is Differentiated Curriculum? 

ÂIt is curriculum that is òdifferentó where the differences 

òtarget and accommodate studentsõ diverse needs and 

deficiencies in the learning process through careful 

changes in content, process, and productó (Sacco, 

2010).  

Â Differentiated instruction is proactive, qualitative, 

rooted in assessment, provides multiple approaches to 

content, process, and product, is student-centered, a 

blend of whole-class, group, and individual instruction, 

and is dynamic.  



Rationale for Differentiated 

Instruction 

ÂThe rationale behind differentiated instruction 
varies for each person, but it is centered on the 
idea that each student is different and has very 
different needs.  

ÂòA differentiated classroom provides different 
avenues to acquiring content, to processing or 
making sense of ideas, and to developing 
products so that each student can learnó 
(Tomlinson, 2001).  


